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so I landed at Dover, sending the Lurcher back to the patrol
line.

At the Admiralty I was told that cruisers from the north,
supported by the Grand Fleet, and Tyrwhitt's force from the
south, supported by the Seventh Cruiser Squadron, would
sweep towards the Bight on the i6th; so I suggested that four
submarines should proceed at once to watch the mouths of
the Elbe, Jade, Weser and Ems. This was approved, and I
was directed to withdraw the Sandettie patrol on the i5th.
I was told that as the Commander-in-Chief ha^ found it difficult
to keep in communication with the forces in the southern area
of the North Sea, he had asked the Admiralty to take over
their direction. In consequence, Rear-Admiral Christian had
been appointed to take command of all forces in the ec Narrow
Seas," consisting of five armoured cruisers, with the light cruiser
Sapphire attached, Tyrwhitt's command and mine. I learnt that
he had already hoisted his flag in the Euryalus,

I reported to the Admiralty that E6 and E% had been unable
to achieve anything ; they found the Heligoland Bight occupied
by several hundred fishing vessels, Dutch, Danish and German.
Some of the latter were fitted with wireless and appeared to be
acting as look-outs and not fishing. One dogged E6 so per-
sistently that she came to the surface and ordered her in Inter-
national code to hoist her colours, which proved to be German.
Then she ordered her to stop; the trawler obeyed but later
followed E6 at a distance towards Heligoland. I proposed
that the German trawlers should be swept up, as the submarines
in the Heligoland Bight would not be able to do much until
they had been dealt with.

The return of the old armoured cruisers into the Narrow
Seas, to support us, was very disconcerting to Tyrwhitt and me.
To us they were never anything but an anxiety, and I had hoped
that my efforts on the 6th would result in their permanent removal.

On 15th August I wrote to the Commander-in-Chief to tell
him of our proceedings since he had cast us off, and enclosed
i copy of my correspondence with the Chief of Staff. I con-
:luded : " I am very strongly of the opinion that the destroyers
Dperating in the Heligoland Bight should have more formidable
jupport than three or four c Bacchantes' which, I understand,
lave not fired their guns for some years, and are manned mainly